
Access Inquiry GroupAccess Inquiry Group



Our teamOur team

Christine Reich, Museum of Science, BostonChristine Reich, Museum of Science, Boston
Ellen Rubin, Consultant, New YorkEllen Rubin, Consultant, New York
Mary Ann Steiner, University of PittsburghMary Ann Steiner, University of Pittsburgh
Jeremy Price, Boston CollegeJeremy Price, Boston College



Our inquiryOur inquiry

In what ways has the ISE community worked in In what ways has the ISE community worked in 
the past to include people with disabilities in the past to include people with disabilities in 
informal science learning? and informal science learning? and 
What does prior work tell us about actions that What does prior work tell us about actions that 
should be taken in the future? should be taken in the future? 



Defining disabilityDefining disability

“…“…disability is a dimension disability is a dimension 
of human differences of human differences 
(and not a defect), [and] (and not a defect), [and] 
derives its meaning from derives its meaning from 
society’s response to society’s response to 
individuals who deviate individuals who deviate 
from cultural from cultural 
standards…”standards…”

--Dr. Carol GillDr. Carol Gill



Defining InclusionDefining Inclusion

PhysicalPhysical
CognitiveCognitive
SocialSocial

((BlamiresBlamires, 1999), 1999)



ISE AreasISE Areas

Museum exhibits and public programs Museum exhibits and public programs 
(Christine)(Christine)
Community/ outCommunity/ out--ofof--school time programs school time programs 
(Ellen)(Ellen)
MediaMedia
(Mary Ann)(Mary Ann)
Learning TechnologiesLearning Technologies
(Jeremy)(Jeremy)



Our processOur process

Gather information about existing work by…Gather information about existing work by…
Attending largeAttending large--group ISE meetingsgroup ISE meetings
Working with knowledgeable review panelsWorking with knowledgeable review panels
Surveying the fieldSurveying the field

Generate recommendations and guidance by…Generate recommendations and guidance by…
Synthesizing the findingsSynthesizing the findings
Drafting a white paperDrafting a white paper
Presenting findings to the fieldPresenting findings to the field



Inform us of your work!Inform us of your work!

Take our surveyTake our survey
http://tinyurl.com/Accesshttp://tinyurl.com/Access--SurveySurvey

Contact us:Contact us:
Christine Reich, Christine Reich, creich@mos.orgcreich@mos.org
Ellen Rubin, Ellen Rubin, ellenr@verizon.netellenr@verizon.net
Mary Ann Steiner, Mary Ann Steiner, mhs19+@pitt.edumhs19+@pitt.edu
Jeremy Price, Jeremy Price, jeremy.price.1@bc.edujeremy.price.1@bc.edu


